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INTERNATIONAL FAIRS from BRAFA to Masterpiece, six of the best
WINTER GARDENS, plus FAIRS AND AUCTIONS near you
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With bright blooms superseded
by sculptural seedheads and &
ghostlier tones, gardens can

have just as much magic in
winter as they do in summer.

We've highlighted six botanical

attractions that-keep their
showstopping charm in the
cooler months, from Bodnant

Garden, in Conwy, to Gordon

Castle Walled Garden, in
Morayshire (pictured) — p114.




EURO STARS

With world-class experts gathered under one roof,
international art and antiques fairs offer culture vultures the
perfect excuse for a European city break. Huon Mallalieu

rounds up the key events to have on your radar for 2023

BRAFA, BRUSSELS

BRAFA (The Brussels Art Fair) is the
first event on the international fairs
calendar and, for aficionados, it's a
keenly anticipated annual favourite. ‘It
remains one of the most enjoyable and
important fairs of the year,’ says Alick
Forrester of Willow Gallery, specialists
in Impressionist and Post Impressionist
art. “We're committed fo supporting
the BRAFA team, and are very much
looking forward to the 2023 edition.’
Beatrix Bourdon, the fair's long-
serving managing direcfor, explains
that as a non-profit organisation they
are there primarily for the exhibitors.
‘We could do mini BRAFAs in Paris,
London or Amsterdam and see BRAFA
as a brand, but that's not our vision.
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CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT Visitors to
BRAFA 2022 admire works on show at
Galerie Hurtebize; La Grand-Place is

one of the city’s many architectural gems;
sculpture on display at Chiale Fine Art; the
fair is a work of art itself, featuring carpets
designed by conceptual artist Arne Quinze.
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Their vision is firmly focused on
improving ‘the one fair’, she says.
Crucially, ongoing ‘improvement’ has
not been at the expense of this event's
main strength: its appeal to collectors
in many different areas. From
antiquities to tribal arts, medieval
sculpture and works of art to bandes
dessinées, 18th-century furniture to
20th-century design - as the fair’s
chairman Harold t'Kint de Roodenbeke
says, ‘We must remain varied and
diverse, and always retain the balance
between the Old Masters and modern
and contemporary art.’

Known by the acronym BRAFA since
2009, the fair was founded in 1956
and held annually at the Palais des
Beaux-Arts in central Brussels from
1967. After welcoming international
exhibitors in 1995, the space became
too small, and in 2004 a move was
made to the Tour & Taxis industrial site
around the old Gare Maritime. Last
year, for its first post-Covid edition,
BRAFA moved once again, this time to
a hall in the Brussels Expo in the north
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of the city, which is where the fair will
open its doors this month.

Brussels has declared 2023 Art
Nouveau Year in the city, and the
city's rich Art Nouveau heritage will be
reflected at BRAFA: the fair's designers,
Nicolas de Liedekerke and Daniel
Culot of Volume Architecture, together
with Beatrix Bourdon and Benjamin
Zurstrassen, curator of the Horta
Museum, have selected original Horta
drawings to use in their carpet design
for the aisles. It won't be at the
detriment of that vital ‘balance’,
however. ‘We're not going to make the
fair a whole Art Nouveau ensemble;
that would be too much,” say Nicolas
and Daniel. ‘The goal is to show Victor
Horta's work in a different way.’

In a crowded field for excellence,
look out for carpet and textile
specialist Christian Vrouyr, Old
Masters at Jan Muller, and Francis
Maere for interesting Belgian artists.

BRAFA, 2%th January - 5th February
brafa.art ®
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